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In working as media with quality, we may have to work hard and with gradual
grownth, during when being a part of mind and heart development for all
people in societies. We realise that love in work has brought us happiness.
When starting our work with good intention and quality, success in work is
realized, the same as The Thailanders is growing into 3rd year of work with
love, happiness and true quality that has been realized by kind hearts of
specialists in each filed. May we present our great thanks for kind hearts to
make this quality bilingual media.
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Professor Tongthong
Chandrangsu, a former
permanent secretary
of the Prime Minister's
Office,expert of Thai
history, religion, culture
and lecturer of important
royal ceremonies has been
an important fixture in
so many celebrations in
Thailand. Here, he gives
comments and advice
for travelers on a variety
of topics, including
discussing theimportance
of communication skills.

By Kiriya Chuangaroon
Photos Ashish Pradhan

What is your opinion about the
current national situation? How is
it different from the past?
Tongthong Chandrangsu: | think
that it is totally normal for any
country to have some changes. It is
the truth of this world. Nothing lasts
forever. There will always be those
who are satisfied and those who are
not satisfied with the results. If you
want to ask me about those changes
in Thailand today, as a person who
has lived for almost sixty-four years,
| think that, overall, there has been
a lot of progress in a concrete way,
including travel infrastructure, food,
and quality of life in terms of public
health...Ithink these things are much
better than when | was a child. As a
kid, | had to be vaccinated against
cholera and smallpox. From the new
generation’s point of view, especially
in a positive way, there are clearly so
many visible changes.To give another
example, when | was a child, | was
taught that Thailand's major exports
were rice, tin, and teak wood. Today
everything has completely changed.
We might as well stop talking about
teak wood now as there is nothing left
to be sold. The tin has been depleted
from Thailand. As for rice, in Thailand
itis still a pending issue.

However, another source of income
that | had not seen during childhood
was tourists. Now, tourists have been
greatly increasing and have become
one of Thailand’'s main sources of
income if we look at the positive side.
Another big picture issue that |
find very interesting and which I'm
concerned about is that all Thai
people should be more heedful of
diversity and differences in things
such as age, political opinions, and
physical or economic status. | believe
that, if we take the time to consider
these issues, we will find gaps are
increasing between groups of people.
In the past, there was a real closeness
in family between grandparents and
their children and grandchildren.
Thus, children would be able to

understand adults and adults
would likewise understand children.
Nowadays, changes in modern
society such as the standardization
of the nuclear family residence, new
ways of life, and competition might
cause people of different ages to
communicate less causing the
generation gap to expand. In my
opinion, if we are open-minded and
tolerant with each other, children
and adults will come to understand
each other’s value | studied at the
Patumwan Demonstration School,
and I've always thought that my high
school's motto was different from the
rest because it said: "Adaptability is
the key to success in life". Both adults
and children must learn to adapt. No
one is either right or wrong 100% of
the time.

In what direction would you like to
see Thailand grow ?

| think that the growth of Thailand
is likely to continue. We must move
forward into the future. We cannot
go back to riding a buffalo as we did
before, and cannot use the same old
gravel roads. While prosperity and
development have arrived, the things
that | think | want to preserve and
want everyone to sustain, cultivate
and convey to the future would be
that being kind is a characteristic of
Thai society. Caring for each other is
an intrinsic part of the Thai spirit.

Which anniversary is special and
important to you?

| am old enough to have had the
opportunity to have been a part of
many celebrations for many reasons.
This topic must be divided into two
groups: For personal celebrations,
| hit 60 four years ago and had a
wonderfulbirthday party whichwasan
opportunity to celebrate with many
friends and reflect on the past.
Friends from elementary school,
kindergarten, and my freshy year at
Chulalongkorn University joined in
to celebrate.
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Pumping up

The other type of celebration that’s
important to me are celebrations
about the nation. I've been fortunate
to be ableto joinin many celebrations
this year, and especially one of the
mostimportant ceremonies that Thai
people have not been able to observe
for more than 70 years: the coronation
ceremony. The impression it made
on me was like having the feeling
of seeing things that we have only
read about in history books and told
through photos of the past. On May
5th, during the royal procession in
the capital, | was a part of the crowd
sitting on the Fuang Nakhon roadside.
| was excited because | had never
seen aroyal march through the wind.
Previously | remember the occasion of
aroyal ceremony proceeding through
the capital in 1963 in honor of the 3+
cycle of the king's birthday, but at that
time I was too young to go anywhere.
During the coronation ceremony
this May, | saw directly how the royal
ceremony was an important
celebration for the country. There
were bottles of drinking water, fresh
cooling cloths, umbrellas, flags and
hats being given out to the crowd.
Everyone was like one big family,
brought together with happiness.
| could feel the unity of purpose
among people of different positions
and ages, of strangers that helped
each other to do such work. | sat on
the roadside of Fueang Nakorn for
many hours before the ceremony.
There was a group of Wachirawut high
school students accompanied by their
teacherswho were there to appreciate
the ceremony. Behind me, there were
old ladies and old men, and even
though | had never known any of
them before, we talked for four
hours. It was a really enjoyable
moment that made me see that we,
theThai citizens, are really a big family.
Thai people have observed many
important events together. Soon, His
Royal Highness Crown Prince Maha
Vajiralongkorn will proceed again
through the capital of Thailand with
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marching troops in a royal ceremony
that will happen on October 24,
2019. This will be, once again, an
impressive event for us all.

Can you talk about your current
position and/or responsibilities?
Though | am retired, | still work in
some capacities. So | will divide
the topic into two groups: First of
all, in regards to my identity, | have
defined myself as a teacher foralong
time. It was my first profession that |
chose to work in and although | am
not a permanent teacher, still, | am
currently teaching many subjects such
as law history and legal education,
including legislative processes etc. at
the Faculty of Law at Chulalongkorn
University for both undergraduate
and master's degree students. | teach
on weekdays and Saturdays.
Secondly, I still work in some capacity
for the government. Since 1997, I've
helped with drafting law and giving
legal opinions. | also act as a director
in a few university councils. | am a
Vice President of Public Health at
Chulalongkorn University, amember
of the Mahamongkutrajavidyalaya
University Council, and a director for
the Chulabhorn Graduate Institute
(CGI). Another interesting thing is
that it is a public organization that
provides academic and financial
assistance to neighboring countries
such as Myanmar and Laos. We
provide them with low-interest loans
as well as grants to allow them to
build roads and bridges in order to
connect with our economy and to
help them develop concomitantly
This job opened my eyes to my
neighbors.

Basically, first and foremost I'm
a teacher. Secondly, | work as a
government official, thirdly work with
public charity. Her Royal Highness,
Princess Patchara Kitiyapa Narentira
Thepwadi Kromluang Ratchasinee
Siriphat Mahawatcharajra, kindly gave
me the honor and opportunity to
become a vice president for Friends

in Need (of "PA") Volunteers
Foundation, of the Thai Red Cross. |
am but one of many vice-presidents
at this organization. | also participate
in a variety of other charitable efforts,
especially by performing "back office"
duties, such as signing documents,
correspondence, and managing
offices. Another foundation | work
for is The Crown Prince Foundation
under the Royal Patronage of His
Majesty the King, King Rama IV, and
I've participated in charity events
at King Prajadhipok’s Institute and
many other public events. Aside from
that, | also travel often, typically with
my friends. After leaving office work
behind, most of my appointments
were with friends. This January we are
thinking of going to India. Every year
we have a big trip abroad together,
although not a luxury trip or a trip
to any place very far away. Last year,
we went to Indonesia and visited Bali
and Yogyakarta. we're still deciding
whether to go to Rajasthan in India
in mid January. Traveling with friends
is always enjoyable, as we have fun
together and eat delicious things
every day.

Could yo :
experience in commu
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